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'I'liu lliiiisi! liiiviiitfiindi-r (•oiisiili.'i'juioii ihn ruport from the siilcct coiiiinilli;(j of tlui'iy-tlirflo— 

hh: LOVKJOV siiid: 

Ml-. JSi'K.VKni: : 1 nckiiowlcilgu (,hc upprMpi'iatcMioss aiul am impressed with tlie truth 
oftlie riiUKuk niado a d'sy or two sinci' l),vttio ,i!;ortK-iinaii Iriun \'iri^inin, [Mr. Miw.sON,] 
when h(! said lu; was L'mliaiTassi.id liy ttii! soloiniiity of utt.-riniL!; words undnr ciroum- 
st:iiiC(S liku t-hoso in whifh Iho country now finds itsell". I, sir, i'cM.;l that otnbarrnssment, 
jui'l I i»riiy for iltat wi:<dnin vvliicli is from abovo, which is first puvo and thoii pouco- 
:ibi(.'," lo direct my thoM;.i'hts into ri<;-lit chaiinds, and to enable me to clothe thoso 
tlioiis^hls in such ian'i^UM.u'o as briits the occasion a id tliis presence — I might say, sir, 
wilhiiuf any emiity compliiiK'nt, C'lis august presence; for ))lac(.'d as we are, with tiio 
qtK.'slion before us wiu'tlie)" the glorious fabric of our Government shall be dissolved^ 
oviry llo()reseiital.iv() b-fuve me is multiplied into the thousands whom he represents, 
till 1 seem to stand in liie awful and augusr. presence of thirty-two million people. 

tSir, the present aspect of public allairs nor only miturally suggests, but compels u.^ 
to tile consideration and discussion of the priuiary principles of our Government — 1% 
frequent I'ocurrence to which (1 think it is J(!!ierson who lia-i declared) is essential to tho 
pnjHervati n and ovriietuation of public liberty. \Vh(it, then, Mr. Speaker, is our theory 
iif government It is with admirable and philosopliical precii-iijn, though with extremo 
ln'cvity, Si t, forth in the declaration wiiich our fathers ma<le when they resorted to an 
!ij);H';i! to arms and to t'le (.Jodof l)attics to settle the controversy whi(!i> then existed 
h.'tAVi'cn the colonies and the mother coimtiy. .\fi;er laying down axiomatic principles 
i'l rcrorciice to t'le nalura! right>; of man, tne author of that declaration proceed.s to .say, 
ili.'itto protect these iialur.il right (prcviou<ly enumerated.) g ivcrninents are instituted 
uiii'ing !ii(;n, tUtrivii'.'j: all tlitiir just [)Owers from the consent of the governed, and that 
«"liun a Govorrnnoni l)C !oim'S subversive of those rights, it is tlic privilege and the duty 
of thy penjile to alter, amend, or abolish such Crovernment, and to reconsti'uct it on such 
iH-incinles a,s seem to them Oe-t adapted to promotu the great purpos-s lor which Gov- 
'jnmicnts are instituted — to wit, to protect the natural rights of man. 

•Mr. rtpcMkir, I iiave heard at the other end of the Oapit-'l, and also in this Hall, nu 
allusion miide to this siif'ject; and as I believe there is an error very generally obtain- 
VA'X in regard to liie p'n-nise-; of giivernm .'nr, I wish here to Svato what I believe is sub- 
^rmlially true, tb;it men entering tlu; social or govcrmuentiii slate, do not surrender ,1 
[I'M'tinn of Ib.eir i-ights for the puriiose of securing protection to tliosj which remain, 
'fiiat is not our tb'.-'iry of governuient. Our theory is this; that men enter into tho 
"•■ocial or poliiicil state to s ;cure protectimi for tho-^e rights, and all of those rights, uu- 
:il);iled, unduniuisiied, with v/oich God, the Creator, has clothed them. 

No\.v we come to tlu; con-;ideralinn of the qm'stion: who made t*us Government? 
liy wliat po-.ver does it exist? ^Vho ])Oured into it the tide of vitality, which gave it 
t'liergy niul life and power? Woo? Shall 1 answer ii in accordance with the misiM*- 
iihled. 'gma of secession, under the protection of which' it is now sought to subvert and 
<U'st-oy the government? Is it " we, the States," enter into aompact? Is it "we, 
'he States," form a league? Is that tiie langaage? No, sir. " W'e, tho people of tho 
United Slates," for purpo':cs enumerated, do e-^tabiish and ordain the foilowing Consti- 
intion. It is the wiidest dnguia of secsvi'iii and treason and 7-ebellion, bv which thesa 
cri-nin ds iga.nst (i id m I mm seek to shelter them^elv(.'s, t!;at this (iTOvcrnmeiit is a 
iiifre inpe of s md, a I'jague. a compact, a parlnershi[), to be dissolved at the will of any 
<'"e singlcMnember of the tiriu. It is, ''u-;', the people," not "we, the people of tho 
•State ol'Si)Uth Carolirui," n^it we, the people of Xew York, .Nrass.icbusetts, and Penn- 
sylvania; " but, " we, the iieoplo of the United States," one, indivisible, in our original 
sovereign power — suhject to no one this side of the Tln.'one of Omnipotence — we oi'dain 
and establish the following Constitution. 

Now, ),[r. Speakca-, f ilo not deny~l concede readily, fully, that tlie people of South 
Cai'olina and the people of Georgia, a comnmnication frotn whose recent Representa- 
tives we have just listened to — I concede that they have a right to alter, amend, or 
Jiholish ilicir own State governments. They may protect slavery or abolish slavery. 
They niiiy al.iolisli all laws against murder and polygamy if they please, or they may 
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punish t!u!So crimes hy ifuprisonmirnt or liy bfiiiiiin,2'. T'iiry rmy c;- (fiiyiinh a forrn of' 
ivlip;iou if iliey chofisc. Tfioy inay (tcrlavi' liy liiw ll)a( ?io (.'iln'on sluill bo c'li^tiiljlf to 
ullil'o w]\o (!o("s nut bcioiiL;- l/i the ( •.•■.(;iMishc(] Vluii'ch /ivi lU'fl wlicli ihcy liayc llivoun 
tlu.'ii' lc,u'!il sancHn)). .Ail tiiis tiny can dc. JJiii, Mr. l-'inaki i\ tlurc is one lb ing which, 
the pooplcM.)!' South Carolina cannot (h>: tlicy caiinot abolish the (.iovonuncnt ol' th.o 
I'iiiicd Stall's. They cannot clissolw) iliis Tnirn, for tlu' voy reason tliat tlicy did in..; 
niaico it. They v.'cro !i pari, of it, I jirant yon ; they wcri- a [»nn of the "iieoplo of the 
United Staf;ts;'' and tlie citi/cns of a school disti ic.t an*] oi' a connty arc a [init of the 
]:e(fj)h.i of a State; hut can they iiiecl logcther in M'h.ocl districts oy town halls n',\\\ 
abolish tlie Stale (loverniiicnt, by having, soinc'hody to go Ihionu'h tlie de? isive inock- 
(.'.ry of absoivin;;- them frfiintlit iv allegiance to thic laws of the State, simply because 
fhey are a jjart of the people vvlio helped to make the State Governnicni V Nobody 
believes tliat. No more ciiu the pi'Ople of Sontli (Carolina ( V of Georgia aboiish the 
IJniied Slates (lovcrnrnent, or absolve \heir citi/.ei^s (rom their oath of fealty and from 
the obli^'Ution of obedience which every rne of them owes to that Government. And 
I insist that evei-y citizen of thos<. Slates whoab.inri. s thr Cor'sliliitsoii, who refuses to n - 
€0.u:ni/e its ob!ii:';«tions and to obey it, stands i>eriui e('! before Ct'.id and ilie civiliy.C'd worM, 

Mr. Speidxor, I now conio to tlus (piestion of roei'cion. I desii-c ihjit wliat 1 havi^ 
stated in re,2,'ard. to alligiance shail be kept in mind. U is folly, Jisniiical wicked ne.-s 
for a Slate to supi)ose that i( can rdisolve its individnrl citizens iVoni tlieir oath of fealty 
t.0 the Government of the Uriited States. The citizens of S<Hiih CJai'oii.ua ovre a cu'tam 
])aron fealty lo the State; but their ultimate and hij.',-hest fealty is du(^ to ti\u soverei,!:u 
to which baron and liejAcman arc bourid alike to bend the knee. Th.at sovereignty is 
one and indivisible; and within its chartered liuiits idtimato and a.bsolute; and ro 
Slate has Ji rigiit to absolve its oiiizeus li'oin their obri!i;ation. 

1 do not h.old that th.e Government of the United Sir.tes has any power io pu.iiisl^ 
citizens of South Carolina, or Georgia, as citizens ol those Stales; but I insist tlmt i*. 
lias very much to do wi'.h them -as Amei icaii citizens, livinjr in Ge( ri:ia snd .Sondi 
Carolina, and we mean lo enforce upon thern their obli,uai:on lo the Consti: ulifMi, oh; - 
diencc to the la\vs ; I'or ihi.\ law of the United States is supreme, as the Con.>-tiUitioii is, 
over tlie citizens of ihe Uidted States, whctlier li'. injj; in Gee^r^ia or ?v'!assachusetts. 

i\s lo th.'S coercion, y-ir, it is a lorcible illustration of ihe fabie ol the wolf ami thi^ 
lamb. This oi'y of coei'cion is simiViy a prele;ct luider color oi which llie ciiizens of 
Gc'ri^^ia and (d' South (.'aiolina ci me and steal oui* property without evui the poor 
excuse, of havinij^ made ;i fcrnial ih ciai-ation o'l war. Tiie tide t(.) this pro[)erty vosl< 
in tlie i.';ovei nment of ih*,.' Untied Si.ales :■>; really, as sacredly, as tiie title to priv;iio 
property o.-m vest in an individnul. The title deeds are in the archives of tlic Govern- 
merit. Th.ey are recorded. We (uvn the land on Widcli tin s-e Ibrls stand. \V(,^ buiit 
Ihe forts. U^; jiairi lor them ; and tiny are oiu's. These citizens of the United Stal(.s 
livinjj,' in South Carolina ; nd Gi'tiri;ia, DmU'V in;.;' tln niselve;- absolved I'roni their oaih 
alleg'iance by this ,iesui!ical } rncfss of Slatr ciuveniion and State a-ction, cojtic .'UkI 
take |,)o.-sc^sion of onr torts, seize oin' guns, l,;da' our munitions (.f war; an.d when we 
propose tei ji'o and take th.un Itack, thej cry (.Iiu'reion ! c ercion They say we avv 
goini^ to cotrce a soveieiiiu Siaie of lld.> U'uioii: g'oiiii',' lo invade tle.ir homes, vioialc 
llu! sanctiiies ol' the d( niesii(! . irrh-; audi tiien deciari' — and it '.bounds verv ibi'niid.'i-i''- 
— tliat they will [lom- "Ol iht ii hlnod, every drr.j! of il — iutreneh '.hemselvcs ludiir.;'. 
every blade of ^i■ra^s and dei'enrl (heir wives and dauiihti rs are.l liresides lo llie very 
last exlre inily, ratlur than be eo. rced. That is, ratin e than let tin se robb'. rs, ainl 
pirati'S, and traitors he taken ano luin-j-. That is ti e siieple fhighsli <if it. CeH'n. inii 
is simply ibis: "Wlien ri man v. ho iins commit ted a c.Mnie .'oid takes refuge in a iirivnt;' 
ht)\isi>, and the ollicers o! jusiit'i; Ci'me tojiin-sL Irim, ii \ ill nnl i.lo f< r ihe isuiiat* s <■> 
th.at hovisehold lo inlei'pose sanci i; of hiMin: hc'twi en tiie l;iw aoel its \ ii lini. 

Ihit what if llie whole family sy niiiathi;<e ^\ ith and iir-^i i!y f h.e ollcnde-r Tlieii ! 
would burn the hcuse ;:!iel hang evrry i'eb^h lluiUgli a traitor daji^l-.d i'i om every tr(0 
of WW nnbi'i.iken forest. 

Anei so 1 say '»viih rr.u'ard to ',iie Slate of Souili Carolina, which intrrncsed it S( h' 
tween the- Federal ( iivvertnut-nt and the con>ti:tni(M!;ti ;i(hniid,-t : .'ition a.nd e-.x'ecuiion nf 
the Kedi'rai laws. It cainn t .av.-dl itself eif this ery of eoei'eion. !•' ihe\- thrust ihea;- 
selves betwee n the Unitid StaU'S and ihe i'Xreutioo of its ]".ws, an.d bid us eh lia ii'''', 
a.nd say we shall not enforce oh'aliuie'f to the eo; Sii'.niioral rr:artme v.;s of the i''i ileriil 
(iovcrnment, then I say that ilu- nii,L:hty wheels of ihi.- hnue CoviriunuU n;ustroll. ver 
any man, or mnnhi-r of men, \., ho .--t;:i,d belwe. n this Ge.vernment and. t!ie am .-I "f 
those who have violated its laws. 

Sir, on the Tih day oi Jaiuiary, iStj.l, is a day lon^L:' t.o he romemiiered in ih.e ar.n.'MS 



nf Iho Anici'icau peoi'ilf. On l!i!it diiy a slciuihoat, cmIKmI i\vi SLar of l.lio 'A' est, wa;? 
■jliJini; oviT l!i,u \vul,;rs of tlic Atlaiil.io iiii ) one of iho pofls oi' iha IJiiilx'd ^,St;i,t,o,s. A 
Siniion-ball ('.uii'.! liis.sin,c; an-] skiinmiiiy,- a(!i*(»,-V"i iis prow; tlvi st:iis and .sii-ipos sprang 
out to the l>r ;c7,e— ,is ir'sl;ii'tIo(l hy i\n v\:ni s ) tinnsuaI~to loll the persons, whoever 
i ']u:y mk'M oe, t!i,ii fired Uuil shol, that th,i v .'ss aiiuod at syas under the protection 
ol the st ir,s nnd .slripes. In .a n»o neiit, 'inol'iier ball (;;inie liissing and plnn,<>Mng into its 
.,.i,|.,,;__;uioth',M\ and anotlu-f — and ihid for tlie first iinie since its fohls wei'e un- 
Curii'd 1.0 ihi' I.M'eez;, turned a,nd (I'lpp m.I iu;^'!oriou.sly hy the sides of tiic m ist, and the 
vossei th;il. bore it retnrnetl t > the iil ice of its d(:i):i,rtnro. Never before, on the Aineri- 
<;.iii coatitient, »v;i,« (hat 11 in:iidle(L Tae ahnanaos tiiut ourchildreii u'ili read among- 
{h'j mouiorabiha of IStii, opj.)osiie tlie 7tli dav of January, 180.1, will luivo written. 
" I'he American ila;>, for tJie lii'st time, fired ni)on l.)y American citizens." i do not 
i<no\v how otliers in;iy fool, but I cnnfess I cannot ke'..'p it out of my mind — these balls 

)iHiM,L!,-, hi-.>sin;j;-, disiiTiU'in,!^', and defying- t!\e Hag of the United St.'it js, burn and sting 
10 she very quick contitn.i.ally. 

i\lr. vS.'H'aker, it is under these circum-tances, with the flag of our country disp-accd 
!ni:l insulted — never hofore disgraced or insnltfd — that we meet here to-day ; and it is 
;iriij)0Sed to compnanise, to concede, to con 'iliate. (Jomi)ronnse with udunn F With 
iiviiiors who have fired on our Hag! Conciliate wliom ? llebels who have bid j'our 
(iuvcrmnent deiiaiice ! fiii\ whatever I migiit yirld under other circumstances, what- 
ever .arrangtancnt I miglit m.'ike wljtit svcr compronn'ses 1 miglit give my vote to sup- 
iiort, never as God lives, vrili i votu for one particle of comi»romise until tliat insuli is 
atoned, apologized for, or avonged; nevoi-. 

And what are the cooijjr.auises sug nested V In the fii'St place, however, who arc the 
high conf racling ji.n'ties lo tins nropo^Md peace arrangcmen', anil settlement of this whole 
qircslion? The South arid the Xortli — slavery and freedom. Now, Mr. Speaker, it does 
SL'cai Lu uie that our experience in malving compromises and S(!t,iling diliicnlties in that 
inude does not allbrd ;uiy great encouragement to enter into ariv new arrangenieiit of 
tli;ii natnri! for similar pur|»os<.'s; ami 1' wish to state, distinctly ihat, for one, I want to 
sve tills farce, cotnudy, or ti-ag-aly, which ever it may be, of disunion, pla.ye.d out to the 
very la-t act- I want to know Just what it is, and all tiiat it is. The (irstact has been 
p ayed a good many time.s, but we have ncvei- yet come to the fifth. We began it in 1820, 
v. iiei! southern gen demon ruse in this 1 lall, left the floor, and declared tiiey would dissolve 
f-iio Union iftiiey could not got in Missoiu-i as a slave State. And the\' pla3'-ed a couiedj 
a,u iin in l,s:^2, \vhich, if (Jeneral Jackson had had his way, would have been a tragedy; 
dieii tiicy -played au'.'ther in 1840, ;md agriiti in 1830. Novr 1 sa,y that, without com- 
pr.iniise, without conci.iation. without concession, lot us imderstand what this disunion 
uft ans; and let us know in future whether South Caioiina or AIississi})pi, or a'ay other 
•Slate, can peril the prospL-riiy. s/uda thrill of mental anguish all over this country, and 
■'ii'iiv;- upon thousands pe'-uidu-y ruin, just by saying, " U'e will dissolve tlcj Union if 
you wii! not do so and so." It is not cmsistent wi-.h the honor and safety of the na- 
tional iMivcrnnient to adoj)t any measures whatevur f a- tiie redress of an}' wrong, real 
<v- iuKiginarv, until the ttircat of disuninn and rcVidlion is removed, i uamt to know 
?;iat before I will yield any terms of convproniise, concessi(m, fir conciliation. Until then 
iiiy v.de will be a cahn, linn, d-cided negative. Thei-o are no wrongs (o redress; and 
ii' lli'.'i'c were, I wouh.i do nv)tiung for tiioir r^jmoval uiilii this gaine of secession has 
hvvw pl.:iyed !HU. 

ihu where are tlie C'Mn{>roniises prt^p'ised? First, the Ih-eckinridge platform is to be 
ip.e.irporated into the Ciinstiintion ; and 1 am to swear, A-iien I lake the oatii to support 
i :e L'ons'.itution, tiiat ! will pi-otect slavery in tlie Territories, and allow it uulinutcd 
<'.vpansioj) .'md perpetiuty. The very proposition is an out;-age to the Ciiristian civiliza- 
d-'i! of the a!,^'. 

Wli'M next? f'/efore commenting, sir, on the propositions distinct ly recommended 
hy ilie cr>mmiltee of thirty-tiiree, ! (iesire to ailnde to soine remai-ks of the chairman, 
lii-nie Oil .M(Mida\' i;is'i, when s'abmittin;;,' their report. 

i'liat ^-entleniaii inf.irmed us that thirty years ajz'o hi.s eureer in this House began 
'>sMii a, cornprnmise; anil In' semis not nii .viiiiir^' t:;at it s:;-)uid cloSi; in a siniilar man- 
ii'-r. .A.^ the men nfthat ]r.'j-;nd sowed tlie ;eed oi' future com;;romise, so lie — unwittingly, 
i iiresunie — se;iitei-s the seminal germ of a f-iture harvesi. hi h.-ss than thii'ty years, 
'-■liould we now yield to the clamor of the slaveiioldin^- ir.terest, mciiacinj2; tlisunion, we 
5^1:aii have a demand for a constitutional amendment, p-ohibiting the jmblication of 
•Hiiyiiiintr from th.e p/res-;, or the utterance of aiiythin.e; iVom the lips, intended" to 
'-•.>;cii,c s(-rvile in^urreciion. 1 kin)W tha,t the iXentlem;;!! phiced a gooi! 'leal of emphasis 

fie wjrd "inl'iul " V/hy, .-ir, u lio iias any such intent'.' Aiid c.jnh.l t.hey carry 



out such nn inteiition? Do the f^lavcs take papers, or listen to Rcrmons, or bear lec- 
tures printed or uttered in tho foec Stntes ? Is it not lV)rl)i(i(len in most of, if not in all, 
the Plavcbolding States, to teach a slave to read even tlie oracles of God V Sn-, this 
innuendo is ainied, if it has any meaning of purjmse at all, at the anti-slavery literatun; 
of the free States, lo the suppression of free speech, and the ]mU\ui^ dov/n nf fanatieiil 
men like Lovejoy. [Laughter.] Criminal intent is inferred iVom the natural tendeney 
of the act, and v.il! be apparent to compromisers iVightened at the cry of dixunion. 
And wc shall liave United States commissioners as censors of the press, as we now 
have to aid in the capture of fugitive slaves. 

Mr. DUNN. 1. wish to say to the p;cntleman from Illinois that there is notlvinn; in 
the report of the commtttco of thirty -tlirce wliich can be construed into any i«'0i)0sed 
interference with the freedom of speech or of the iiress. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I did not mean to say that anything of this kind was m the report 
of tho comniittce. I referred to the remarks of the gentleman from ( )hio, [\[r. CoinviN,] 
and am predictinj; the future ajigressions of the slave power if we yield to its demands 
now. And tho disguised assault of the chairman on the anti-slavery, or even abolition 
press, m-ms to su,!xgest and invite such aggressions. 1 cannot ibrl)car, sir, tuiiiiiig 
aside'a moment from the report proper, to uftermy feeble voice of i)rotest and reiu'oba- 
tion against a suggestion even remotely looking in this direction. 

T now come lo'the jjrojiosition as to'New iAIexico. What is said in du-fenco of this? 
That it is not much of a compn^mise. The vSouth tells us that if we subjugate thcin, 
we .shall have to fight f'u- it. But. v.-e, more amiable, subjngate ourselves, and like ihc; 
servile ox, now our necks and put on the collars they proffer, with the initials "CO.," 
(compromise collar,) ;nul bless Ciod and "Massa" tiiat it is no larger. Vvc reach ()ut 
our wrists for handcuffs, and console ourselves by spying, " it is not as bad as itmighi. 
be; wc can move our lingtsrs a litiie." We vohiiitinily place our foot ou the anvil to 
have tlic smith rivet our fetters, and chuckle over the fact that it is a trace, and .not a 
log-chfiin. And, ])assiiig from the august. ])resonce of our subjr.gator.^, with collar, cut!' 
ami chain, we rattle a (o Deinii that the collar is so narrow, tiie cuff so light, and the 
chain so small. 

Sir, the whole history of these com])romisos should toarh ns that this slave power 
will leap over all barriers in its chnnorou.s and insatiable demands. When anything is 
wanted to sustain, defend, or pcrjietuate its dnniinion "-, or which threatens its supriMit- 
jicy, nothing is necessary except to raise the cry of disuniun, secession. Com]ir(>nii."'i'; 
or'vvo will dissolve the Union; and there will he Ibund a .ludas to betray, a Peter to 
deny, and a hired soldiery t,o drive the nails, and the form of freedom is fastened, t>leeil 
ing and (piivering, to the accursed wood of coTup'ronnse. if will none oi it. I doinninl 
to know — wit'nout compromise, Avithout conciliation, and withoutconcession — I dtinniiii 
to know whether 1 have a country; whether I h.ave a. (!overnnient ; or whether tliirry- 
two million peoj)lc are to bo turned out tioineless ;<nd oiph.'in.s nfion tho world, iloaitiiv: 
like waifs upon the ocoiin, without any governin'jut, aJ"id wiihont .-iMy {u'otection, imless 
they hold it. at tho mi'ivy of some singie State of tliis Unioii^ or wor.se still, at the nod 
of the slave, power. 

We were reminded, s-ir, of ;in ancestral nnme by tiie S[>eech of the gontlem.'in frnni 
A'irginia [Mr. Ci-k.mfns] yesterdny — a very o.\-eel!ei;t s])eecii. \)y the w:iy. It was inti- 
mated in that speech liint it would be worthy of a cei-t;n'n gentlema!! on tins door lo 
lead off in this coniju'omise. T wonJd be glr.d — ifii. be not nn jiro})ei', :in«l 1 know ii i.~ 
not, for nothing that I say i-^ ])rompte(l by an}- other feelings than tnose oi" kindiu'-s, 
resnect, aiid estv'cm — I would be tiiad to sav that ther(^ was an old revolnt i-'Oarv her.) 
who declared : " Livi? or die, sink or swim, sni-vive oi- jurish, 1 am for this resolution. 
•Sir, it was in this spirit that the nation wa< born., ami it is in tiiis spirit that it must he 
born again, or saved, and not by your tempori/.in'.': [I'.diey, not liy CiV/ic^vsir-ns, not iiv 
conciliation. Gentlemen fd' the N(»rth, of tlie Soutii.and of the wlmle ('nion,iv is your in- 
terest, as it is mine, to Iviiow whether you have a ( Jovernni' \\\ Ilia' has ;oiy stalulily or not 

Mr, S})i.'aker, \ wani. to say a word to my ib'puhliean l)fel Siren. [Lauglirc;-.] Goi- 
llemen, j-Jei.'resent'itives, you are asked todeserl the j^nrty and the pruicipP s which you 
wore proud to uj)l\!)ld before the [ieo])ie, ami wtien you entei'cd this llonse rtt the open- 
ing of the session ; and tlie ipustion is, slial'i wc al^indon the cu'diual article of our 
faith — prohiliition of slavery in the Territories of the l -'niied S'.aii.'s, au'i the I'\Mlc)"nl 
Government released from its dictation and control? j'erliaps ti.i.-- drift towards a 
Compromise foresluulows a purpose to organise a new p;irty, "slonglnng otf, as the 
idirase is. the I'Xtreines, l)oMi Xorth ami South, in iliis new air;nigen!"!i! all th(- rad'- 
cals like mysi'lf :i.r'' to bo lefr out. 1 wi-<h you ti merry time 'd'it, mv mas. ers. A Vi-ri' 
interesting \>\-'].\ iL'tudct with ilamjet left out! There never was a party 'Itat had such 



a golden opportunity since the orgnniznlion of the CJovcrnniont, as wc hud at the bc- 
gjimii),!;' of the session. What wo needed was iinitj', (irniness, decision. If we h.'ul 
stood still, we should ere this have seen the snlvation of (iod. VVe ouirht to have imi- 
tated Jlarey, as he stands in tlie center of tlie inclosure with an imfanied tind infuriated 
horse, svveeping around in still niirrowing circlei^; anon, with eiirs laid back, nostrils 
distended, and open mouth, he riislies .toward that inuiiovnblo man; tlie spectators 
(renible, and a wave of fearful anxiety sweei)S ovei' the multitude; but the horse-tiimer, 
without the twinge of a muscle, keeps his eye fixed on that of the infuriated animal ;• 
and the latter, though he comes close to his master, does not touch him, but turns 
jinain to dart around tlie inclosure, ngnin to rush toward his mnster, but not to touch 
liiui; .'Mid this process is repeated till this noble fmimal comes and bows his neck to the 
hand oHiis sid.)duer, overcome by the magic power of calmness, self-possession, and a 
Jinn will. 

So with tins disunion Mazeppa. It was very fuiious, and covered itself witli foam, 
and threatened to devour us. Its very fury and ])recipitancy proved its conscious, 
weakness and fear. If we h;\(\ been cool, calm, self-possessed, doing nothing to concil - 
iate on the one hand, and nothing to irritate on the other, we should have had, ei'c 
iu)\v, a strap around l,he leg of this distmion coursci*. But no; liKe the old AVhigs, 
having achieved a victory, we were allVightei at our own success, even as the wit-ch 
of Kndor full aghast buforc; the venerable form she had conjurc.'d up. Wc appointed a 
coiiunittee of compromise — a grave nustake for us, a caiTiival for the ])einocracy, af- 
fording them a j)ossihle opportunity of reconstruclJng what was, but for our folly, 
an inx'coverablj' lost paiiy. If we liad only known in that oui' day the things which, 
belonged to our peace. [Laughter.] Sidomon says, " In vain is the snare set in the 
.■^ight of any bird;" but I doubt, t,hough his researches seem to havelieon exten.sivc, if 
lie ever fell in with that species of the feathered tribe described by modern, naturalists 
as the gull. 

]>ut the premier, as he is called, is for a conipi-omise, I am told. I do not know, and 
will not believe that, until I am obliged to ; alihough 1 confess, instead of jdiilosopliical 
and polished essays, sailing like a beautiful barge, around Point-no-poinr, j wish the 
Cicero of the American Ssnatc had turned his eye on the Catiline of Georgia, and said, 
in the abrupt and veh.ement invective of the Ivoman consul, " QuoiLHij'ue tandem dhnlcrc 
CatU'nia^ patientia nostra I^'' 

ft is said that our President elect is for compromise. This T do not, cannot, and 
never will believe, until I have it from hii:; own lips or liis oivn acts. T know he has 
too much regard for the conmion appellation by which he is familiarly known, of 
"Honest Old Aoe," ever to tielieve that he will }>etray tlie principles of the riei!U'>lican 
party, which were made distinctly and squarely in the last eampnign, of indexible, 
unalterable opposition to the extension of human slavery. Jhit, sir, even if it were 
true that the Pi'e.sident elect and future Cabinet advi-'e comp-romise, i will not follow 
their lead one step, Jf they or an angid from Heaven preach any other Republican 
gospel than that which was proclaimed at Chicago, let them be (nialliewa ma'ranathic 
--accursed till the people come to cui-se them, 'For all the batons of earth, and all the 
diadems of Heaven, 1 would not, in their place, })etray or disappoint the i.iopes of the 
people wliose confidence and snIiVages have placed ihem in ])0wer. 

I'ndcr the leadership of no man or angel, by the entreaties of no friends, ],)3Mhe 
threats of no enemies, by no hope of reward or i'ear of p!-oscri]ition, will f ever yieki 
the millionth jiart of a hair more guarantee to tliis slave power, at any time; and were 
it othei'wise, 1 would not until we settle the question whethi-'i- we have a Government 
or not. The S})ider's most atteim.-tted thi'ead is cord, i-; eahic, to that [;'0ssami:'c line 
that 1 vrill yield in the way of compromise or concession to the ciainis of slavery, 
[baiiglite?-.] I, wanted to sjiy a <i-^nd many kind things in this si)eech. [I.,aughtei'. | 

Mr. JOliN COCHIIANP.!. 1 move that the t-eniieman's time })e extended.'^ 

Mr. WINSLOW. .1 ohjeet. 

iMr. LC\HJ()V. \ nnist pass over sotne thines. I. was ])o\-inrf my j-egards to the 
;i'ojiid>lican jiarty. I repeat, lhat wc made the issue sqnaielv, distinctly, without 
tiypoerisy or di.^guise, before the {.eo])le, and tliey de<'ided that ■> President" .sliould be 
elected wh.o was op])osed lo the extension of human slavei'v. Tliev elected him in a 
ctmstitutional mode; and all that we ask is, that he shall be'inangurated. And let mo 
tell you, gentlemen, who are friends of eonn.^romiee, who vrant lhe.se ditlei'ences settled, 
let me tell you that one twelve months of the administrr.tion of Abraham liineoln will' 
*lo moi-e to disabuse the public mind tlian a.il th.e co)n]iromises and peace nu asuix s iliMt 
'^•aii be patched up in Comj-ress. .Let him have a fi'ial.a fail- trial. " We \viil abate not 
one jot ol our principle, or add anything to our creed. 
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1 think I. know soiniithiiv^ of Uio anli-slavury fuoHii?!; of tic pwoplo. Il; is earnest 
religious, iiici'adicablc ; it may be tlecoivud, but cannot be annihilated; it will sprin",' 
up from (liscouifitiire with iricpressible elasticity and strength ; it is law-abiding and 
loyal to the Constitution ; but it has resolved lhat this Uovernment shall not be admin- 
istered under the control of the slave-holding power. If disiippointed as to the ultimate 
results of (he recent election, God has raised up tiie man who M'ill lead it to substantial 
success. His liome overlooks t'le river called iJeauliful. One who, to the sagacity of 
,Nevr York, and the honesty of Illinois, adds the firmness of Jackson, tiio statesmanship 
of Pitt, the religious sentimentof Wil her force, and the administrative ability of Wjlliuni 
of Orange. The peo[ile, by their suflrages, will bear him to the Exsjcutive chair, when 
freedom's hopes wil! not be disapi)ointed, nor her i)urposes tiiwarled by the timidity of 
the fearful nor the treachery of the corrupt 

Sir, it is said that this Republican party is in favor of the abolition of slavery in thtj 
tStaU's. '.fhe republican parly are in favor of no such thing, " Well, but Lovkiov is," 
as I have heard it wldspercd around hei'e. 1 mei-ely wish to repeat — nnd L am willing to 
do so for the thousandth time, if it is necessary to disabuse the public mijid — that 1 am 
not ii^ favoi' of jiboiisiiing slavery in the States whei'e it exists by any act of Congress, 
I ncVL'i- held to thai; docti-inu, juid never advocated il. if a bill were brought in here 
i'oi- that purpose to-day, 1 would not vote for it; because I do not tiink that the Con- 
stitution gives us t!ie j)Ower t/> al.)olish it; and not bucause T do not wish to see it abol- 
ished, for God kiiow;> that 1 do. 1 want to see »lesi)of,ism abalisiied everywhere, [ want 
to seu slavery abolished in Soutij Carolin.a; but it does not fullow, therefore, that 1 
would vote to have the Army and Navy go down there and abolish it. T want to see 
it abolished iii the slave vSt;ites; and if I were a native of Maryland, Vii'ginia, Ivon- 
lucky, Tennessee, or any of tiie slave Slates, 1 v.'ould vote to abolish it, Washington, 
lias said as nmeh ; and I ho})e there is nothing criminal in u\y now saying it. 

lint tiie Rej.MiMioaii i>ar!y do not believe, tiiere is not a man who voted for Lincoli! 
Wiio believes, that we have tlie coisstitutional power to abolish, slavery in I'ne States 
where it now exists; and i do not suppose thei'o is one who desires that that power 
shoul(.l be exercised nnconstitm.ionaliy, as we hoi<l it is, 1 am vvdlling, if it will not be 
thought tediotis, to go over this question of equality which my Democratic friends in 
iilinois and 1 have gone over so often, '' You are in favor of negro equality." No, we ^ 
are n()l ; not in the sense wlueh y.ai incan. I believe this: that all men are created 
eqniii, and that every human being has an e<iual title to life, liberty, and the fruits of 
an iionest toil. That 1 do believe, linr.we do not hold that tliey are socially ecjual, or 
that they are necess.irily poliiieally equal, or intellectually equal. AVe claim that the 
poor.;st and the lowest human being who bears God's image, and was redeemed bv the 
bloo i of Christ, has a right to liberty, life, and the fruits ol his labor. This we do be- 
lieve; at least 1 do. 'JMic (^liairman of the committ.:e, the other day, speaking of the 
di:?tinclion which was insisied on between ])i'r.sni,n and property^ said mirtlduily that 
w(; nnght, if we choose, c;ill it divinity or theology. Tlds, thoi'igh not so intended, I 
know, seemed to be in mockerv of foni- million human beings that were lyinjr I'njstrate 
around him, crushed, bleeding, and hopeless. There is one glorious beino,' who never 
derides the suiieriiin;:-; of tb.e poor and lowly. On 1 lis t'uigh and on llis vesture is 
written the ble>se(.l and only Potentate, ising of IvingsJind Lord of .!;ords. This exalted 
personage humbled .Himself and ca.me down, n\\ i.ie liestlecl beside the h.jwest f .rm, 
the inost^tlegratied type of hum.Mnit.y, and v,d)is[)ered in aceeiiis of divine love, mv 
brother.'' We might as well muek at the blexxly agony of Christ, as to jeer at the mis- 
erii.'S of the pool' slave. 

'.fhe Union men of the border States, it is said, want something to stand upon. 1 ;u!! 
willing to disabuse the minds ol the peo])le of the southeri\ States; and more than thai, 
] am willing to go niul canvass those Stat.'s, if you VN'il! guaranty mv jiersonal saleiy. 
I Laughter.] This re;.nark excites a smile, but 1 insist upon it, AL-. "Speaki-r, that had 
i !>een peruiiiud to on iiUo riti\ei' of ihose Stales, Maiwiand, Virginia, 'I'eiinessee, Ken- 
tucky, and e.-jU'Ciallv i\entu.cky — for I have many <.'ensutuen(s from that Slate wiio 
came to me a!(er hearing me speak during the last canqiaign, willi a wai'in greeting of 
hand and tongue, sayiug tiiey were as strong and as uUra. Abuliiionists as myself—l 
won (1 have given them all tl\e vantage ground they de.-«ired. If the Uuicm men of the 
.•d:;vv; Mates want something to sl'ind upon, I will give them ihe Constitution of the 
Unr.cd .-ritates. ^ It seems to me, if I v/ere ki\own there, or had the advantage of being 
x\ native-burn eiti/,.-n of one of (hose States, 1 c-uilil take those stars and stripes, and 
waving them bei«)re the nniUiiude, tell thetu it was the llag that Washiiigton followed; 
',!ie (l;e^- winyh K'd mi tlie suldii'rs of the .lirvohuion, wvAx traeking tlieir ptithway in 
blued; that it was, he thig which tloal.d over yorklewn ami Saratoga,; tlte Hag beneath 
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wliich Suinlo' and Mnrion fought ; tho flng that wns bnthod in a flood of glory on Iho 
l.-ikof;, niul guiiU'd iho hero of tho Hermit fi"<i'e in 1812 and 1815; and still later, coming 
lo Uial .liorge of the mountain at llnena A'ista, where arn^cd foes poured down in almost; 
countless hosts; I. would tell them thfit. northern soldiers and southern soldiers, side by 
side, followed tliat flag and snalehed vielnry fi'om the very jaws of defeat. .1 know f. 
coukl turn haek this insane mania of disunion. 

Mr. JilNDMAN. Will the gentleman allow mo a question? 

Mr. LOVK-IOV. Certainly. 

Mr. IIINDMAN'. Would the gentleman, at the sanie time, tell those poo])lc, that 
while tl.ie}' and Ids fello\\'-(;itizens won those territories by the joint oxiienditureof blood 
and treasure, he and hi.s ])ariy would not permit them to remove with their slave pro- 
perty into the doniain of the United States so acquirul? 

Ml'. LOVEJOY. Certainly T would. 1 iiu'ght thank the gentleman for that question. 
Yes, sir, I would say to the citizens of the slave States that 1 believe in the eciuality of 
the Stato'A; that 1 believe in the equality of the citizens of theSt.at,es ; that I believe that 
(he citizens of South Carolina, of Ti nnessee, and of Arkansas, have the same riglit to 
[i'O into the Territoi'ies as the citizens of New Yoik, Penns3dvania, or Massachusetts. 
! would say that neitfier one of t;hem coidd carry their shaves there ; and, therefore, 
lluy ai'o still upon an equality. They can go there without slaves and we can go there with- 
out slaves, and we are upon a perfect equality in regard to that matter. IJut, ]vt me say 
that tlic Territories are tor your free non-slavehoMing })opulati(ai, who want them (Veo 
^t;ites, as we do. Southern Illinois was settled by that class of people. Southern In- 
diana was settled by that class of people. If I recollect aright;, otd}' about two million 
aro interrcsted in slave property, \vl)ile tho other six mil. ion, and all the millions of the 
free States, are interested in having free f^tates. 

llesides that, I. want to ask the gentleman another question. Would lie like to carry 
anything into the Territories that would keep th.e citizens of the free States from going- 
there ? 1 f slavery goes into the Territories, the cii izens.of the free .States will not go th.ere. 

Mr. inN'i)MAN. The ancertoi'S of tlie gentlemen, f. believe, lived und.rr the juris- 
diction <'{■ States which recogtdzed the institution of slavery ; and [ am not awaro 
ih;!t any of them emigrated because of the existence of slavery in any of (lie tldrtcen St-ites. 

!)i!t the gentlenian says he dc;-jires to know whether I wish to t-ike into the Territo- 
ries any property or institution wiiich would exclude northern men from going there, 
i iiesire to take into the Tei'ritoi'ics of tlie Union the ))roper(y recognized by tlie consti- 
tution of my State. I feci that [ am entitled to go with it there, witli my fellovv-citizens ; 
.111(1 f am not content to ^d eld up t;hat right, under any circumstances whatever, in re- 
I'creiicc t;o any portion of the Territories of this Covernment . U northern men will allow 
that, to prevent them from emigrating there, it i.^ an iiidiilgencc upon their part, and an 
idle fantasni, in behalf of which I am bound to sacrifice my rights. 

Ah'. LO\'i']JOY. I need not go into a discussion of tl:at point. T might argue it 
hinn the single standj)oint of property, it certainly is not compete!. t for,*! Slate to 
enact any l;'.v;s in. regard to proi)erty which are going to operate and be enforced in any 
[■•rritory outside f that State where the laws are enacted, if a man is pro!ii!)ited, as 
!ie is in Tndinn territory, from taking thi. re in'^ny things wliich are rc(-(.)gnized as prop- 
erty in New York, he still might go there, but he could not expect to cnrry with I'.im 
the local hnvsof the Stalv from v>-hich he WL'nt. A State nnglit aljoiish all haws .'mni.-ist a 
jihn'ality of wives. Could a citizen of such a State t;ikc a harem to tlie Teri'itories V 

Mr. illXDMAN. ■ Will the gentlemnn allow me a moms'nt? 

Mr. LOVivJOV. I have but little time. Shrdl \ have an extension? 

Mr. WINS bow. 1 object. 

Mr. L(,)\'K.I( >y. I hope tr:e gentleman will not take up my time: 
Mr. liliXi.i'M AN, 1 acknowledge that I have consumed a pni tion of the gentleman's 
time, and 1 ti'usr the House will allow him as nnich time .-is I hiivt; consumed. 

Mr. LO\'i'i.lOY. IJiH 1 nnist jjass on from this point. I desire to uxt, it distinctly 
hif'nre thie Mouse, il I (^nn, that wluther compromises jd'c. in the natore of thiuirs, <lc- 
desii'able and neces>ai'y ei- luil, stilh at. the pivsent inne, it is wholly iinr T-dpi ]• Jind 
nueriy perilous to the country, to enter into any comj»romises wiia(ev( r. hlver}' nation 
has some tuicleus thought, some centr.'il idea, which they enshrine, .mikI ;ii'ijni!d v.-hich 
they cluster and fasten. The old Ivomati eiti/en had his Capitol ni;d his INintheon; 
hh'aiiee has hci- N.anoleon r,nd military glory, Iv\u'l a nd h;is h.er constitutional mon- 
areliv ; ;ind the old .b:ws h;ul their temple and sisekin.-di. Tlie -Ainei'ican j»eo- 
I'h\ sir, have (his one central idea of thouL^ht, embahned .-iiid (ushrined a.s 
a iiucleus thouL'ht, ai-ound wliich they nil cluster, and to which they all .adhere 
■^vith a snperstuions idolatry — tiie {Jnion, the Constitudon, the tlag of their coini- 
ti y — are a -oi t cf trinity, to wliich the American ])eople p.ay political homage and worship 
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Ami now, I iiiBisii, in this timo of peril, of agitution, and roboUion, it; is no Umo to 
tamper with that holy instrument iiroiuul which ull Aiiiericiin liearts cluster, and to 
which they ding witli the tenacity of a seini-rellgious attaclunent. l)o this, and by and ' 
by Pennsylvania, if she cannot have protection for her cjalami iron, which is her negro, 
will dissolve the Union. If New York is denied lier free trade, she will encircle the 
brow of her mayor with the diadem and [)lace the sce))ter in his hand. If Massachu- 
setts fails to obtain her lishing bounties, she will secede. If Maine cannot have pro- 
tection to her lumber and lishiiig interests, she will dissolve the Union. Michigan, 1 
believe, wants the St. Clair Huts cleared ; and if you do not comply with hur wishes in 
this regard, she will throw herself upon her sovereignty, dissolve the Union, and shcu 
so mucli blood that the ensanguined tide shall pour over Niagara's rocks, and the lish- 
crmen ut the mouth of ihe St. Lawrence will be startled with the reddened ripple 
around the prow of their boats, as was the nuiriner on the Mediterranean when the 
waters of Egypt were tui-ned into blood. Miinois wants protection for her beef; or, 
what is more likely, she will not consent to ])ay tribute to Pennsylvania every time she 
shoes a horse or sliar|)eiis a plow. Oregon demands the payment of her war debt, or 
she will throw oil' her allegiance. California demands the building of a Pacilic railroad, 
or she will erect a Paciiic rej)ublic. And so, sir, this grand fabric of our Government, 
baptized in our fjithei-'s blood, and handed down to us to be in turn bequeathed to our 
children, is at the beck and mercy of any State that isdisall'ected oi displeased in regard 
to some Federal legislation, or, more preposterous still, in i-eference to some State en- 
actments. Wu arc like sea-weed, wails on the ocean, without anchorage, with no coni- 
mon rallying i)oint ai'ound which to cluster, where our hearts can center, and where we 
cau say : ' ' in Jife or death, in weal or woe, sunshine or storm, we are for tlie flag of our 
country, our Constitution, and our Union." In this the hour of our peril, whatever 
may be our dissensions, it is unpatriotic .and unstatesmanlikc to ])lace all the glories of 
tlie past, all the inmiense and varied interests of the present, and all the glorious ho])cs 
of the futm-e, at tho mercy and caprice of any one State in this Union. 1 think it is the 
highest stat,esm;}nship now, here, in this very year of our Lord ISGl, to settle this ques- 
tion, without compromise, without concession, without conciliation, have we a Govern- 
ment that is permanent and fixed, and that will protect and shelter us? 

Mr. Speaker, IJonaparte said, white standing on the sands of Egypt, near the Pyra- 
mids, ''forty centuries are looking down upon us." KeprescntatiVes, more than forty 
centm-ies are looking down Uj)on us. The past, the present, the future — thirty milHon, 
forty million, \\ity million, rising up to one hundred million, who are to come and live, 
;i.nd pass away upon American soil — all these are looking upon us ; and standing in tho 
]tvesence of that cloud of witnesses, and spcnking for them all, I say, "Maintain your 
Government i)tu'e and simple, without comprou'nse, and establish "'the fact that it is 
jKij'inane'nt, stable, potent— a Government that must be obeyed at home, that thus it 
may be respected abroad/' 

Mr. Speaker, the American Congress has a higher and nobler mission than to be 
engaged in tJie sacrilegious work of sacrificing the" rights of freedom to the interests of 
.slavery. Slavery is temporary ; slavery is local; by the action of the slave States it 
will pass away, as it lias psissed away in New York and Pennsylvania. It is proposed 
that we shall declare, by a consi,iiutional amendment, that we will never touch slavery 
ii\ the States; and you have heard wliat I have to say about that. But suppose that 
Maryland, cr Virginia, or Kentucky, or Tennessee, want to touch it; suppose they 
want us (,o pay them something, and they will emancipate their slaves: by this pro- 
posed amendment you bind the Federal Government, and tie the hands of the States, 
and say that they sliall not do anything of the sort, unless every single slave State 
cr.nsents t.o it. ^ Virginia, Mjii-yland, Iventueky, and Tennessee, are all "lo be placed in 
tin; power of the Giill States, who want to perjjutuate this practice forever. It will 
not do gentlemen. The interesLs iu)w trembling on your decision are too momentous, 
too valuable, too far-reacliing, for us to tamper or trifie with them, or to alter or ameml 
in one single iota that great charter of xVmerican liberty, the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Sir, it is a crime to make shipwreck of this Government. Let the American people 
who made this Governuient preserve it consecrated to freedom. Let the great prin- 
ciples whieli muierlic it tsavel in the greatness of their strength and the fullness of 
their beneficence round the globe; and when the earth is eiicircled with an ocean of 
repubhcs fashioned after our own, and freedom's temple is complete, and the tnpstone 
IS brought in with shoutings of " lreedon» and glory unto it," hisi-li, in letters of light, 
on the hvnig stones of which that temple is built; shall be written: The American' 
ilKv\:mAC~The Avierkan CunslitiUion, as having taught the people of the earth that 
man's inalienable birthright was Fin:i:D0ir. 

il. Pulkiuhurii. Pri-uter, Washingtou. 



